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“There is one body, and one Spirit. as also ye are called in one 
hope of your calling : One Lord, one faith, one baplism, one God 
and Father of all, who isover all. and with all, and in” all Chris. 
—PAUL the Apostle —McKnight’s translation. 
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NEWws.— Appendix to hints on Revolutions. 

All Europe is in confusion. Scarcely a great em- 
pire or little kingdom from Russia to Barbary remains 
in peace, but in all, not excepting England, the people 
are rising, and the cry of “liberty” is heard in all the 
populous cities, from millions. Kings in some cases 
are deposed and nearly all the Potentates are trem- 
bling upon their thrones. France took the lead. The 

roscription, the cry, the slaughter commenced in 
Paris; and the scene has been repeated in Brussels, 
Ghent, Bruges, Berlin, St. Petersburgh, &c. and in 
parts of Denmark, Portugal, Spain, Saxony, England, 
&e. I little thought when | commenced my essays on 
revolutions that they should be so comple.ely verified 
sosoon. Religion is the principal cause in some and 
one of the causes in all these instances of revolution. 
The divine right of Kings and Priests is beginning to 
be questioned in all countries. The last advices give 
us these facts merely, well authenticated and leave us 
toconjecture the results. May the cause of liberty 
and order flourish. EDITOR. 


RELICION.—BY ANCHSISHOP FENELOY. 

The name of the great Fenelon ts the recomnendation 
of the following piece. “He beung dead yet speaketh” the 
lung uuge uf reformation. 

“It is easy tu deceive ourselves and others on the 
momentous subject of religion. We may flatter our- 
selves that it is confined to this or that opinion; to this 


or that denomination; that it is a particulyr feeling— 


mysterious ecstacy—or indescribable rapture—that 
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it consists in austerity of manners, an unusual solemni- 
ty of countenance, or an unnatural gravity of deport: 
ment, and still we may be mistakenas to its true na- 
ture and operation, It is thought by some to be some- 
thing outward, foreign from themselves, some magical 
dream, which is to change them into holy, happy be. 
ings, without their co-operation or wishes, ‘That itis 
an irresistible impulse, forcing them along the path of 
Aoliness to everlasting lifes With these views many 
rest satisfied with themselves, while they are sensible 
of a want of conformity to the will of God. The) 
fecl no sense of guilt in not performing what they have 
been taught was entirely beyond their ability. They 
are ready to reply to the admonitions of these whi 
are anxious for their welfare, that if they “can do 
nothing, they have nothing to do,’ and hence they 
continue in a course of stupidity and irreligion. 

If religion be a dark, mysterious, unintelligible sub 
ject; some undefinable good which only a few can 
obtain; a prize sohigh that only a few can reach it, it 
is not strange that the majority are content to live 
without it. The constitution of our nature impels u- 
to acquicsce in the want of that which we have no 
ability to obtain, No man feels condemned for no! 
performing impossibilities, or for not possessing quali- 
tics unattainable, It is evident, therefore, that vo 
greater disservice can be donc to religion, than by 
surrounding it with obscurity and fanaticism. Let it 
be understood to be a plain, practical thing; an at 
tainable good, that every individual has the means of 
possessing ; that half the exertion and pains which are 
requisite to obtain the perishable possessions of earth 
—wealth, education, pleasure or fame, would secure 
the imperishable treasures of religion, and we think 
that the number of its votaries would be greatly in- 
creased. Let it be understood that it is not only at- 
tainable by all, but equadly by all, that the means of its 
acquisition are placed within the reach of every son 
and daughter of Adam, and it is reasonable to belieyé 
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that many more would be engaged to secure it for 
themselves. 

From its very nature it is plain that it is thus free 
and open to all who will seek for it. In the under- 
standing it is light; inthe heart it is love and gratitude 
to God; in the soul it is clevation, expansion and en- 
largement, produced by the action of the truth, disclo- 
sures and promises of revelation. In the life it is puri- 
ty, honesty, integrity and beneficgnee; humility, affa- 
bility and charity; obedience to the laws of God, a sin- 
cere endeavor to promote the happiness of man. It 
is practical, unsophisticated, unaflected goodness, built 
on the love of God and the love of man, the broad 
foundation on which rest all the law and the prophets. 
Love religion as much as you love health, vanity, free- 
dom, pleasure, even your faney, and you will find it. 
Be as curious to know him who made you, and to 
whom you owe every thing, as the lowest minded men 
are to satisfy earthly desires, and you will tind God 
and eternal life.” 


I hope it will not be thought egotistical in me to 
insert the following extract from a private letter, one 
among the many testimonials received per mailof the 
utility of this work. The insertion of such articles, is, 
at least, fashionable.—Eprror. 

Sparta, Tenn. Oct. 26, 1830. 

Dear Bro. Burnet: I received your Nos. from the 
first to the 4th No. on the 16th of the present month. 
With haste I tore off the hull and gave them a tho- 
rough reading. Iam _ highly gratified with your pe- 
tiedical and do know that it will be attended with 
great good if the work can be spread. It breathes 
the very spirit of peace and union. Partyism and dis- 
cord must be put down; and as your writings are well 
calculated to. tear away the rubbish,I bid you God 
speed. Be strong—go on and prosper.” 


| 
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RECORDS OF SHCTARIANISM—CHAP. I. 
I had written a lengthy article under the above ti- 
tle, designed for the exposure of one of the most base 
attempts to develope sectarianism in its practical ope- 
rations and results in our own state, but I was happily 
relieved from its publication by the untimely theolo- 
gical death of the attempt. Ithaving failed, I thought 
it unnecessary, in violation of my own feelings and 
those of the public, to draw a theological picture, 
than which nothing 6f the kind could be blacker, but 
the transaction. With the title yet in my mind I 
have been furnished with matter to place under it. 
The public may be assured that such exposures are 
not congenial with my feelings. One of the most pow- 
erful temptations by which I have lately been assailed, 
has been to withdraw from public life, when I have 
most of an old man’s life-time yet to see, all owing to 
the strifesofthe day. But as well might the primitive 
christians have sought an inglorious ease, asa genuine 
disciple of the ancient order refuse to do the part tie 
times demand. ‘Therefore, agreeably to what was 
in the prospectus of this work, give the 
owing sectarian proceedings a place in my columis. 
The writer of the following article is a responsible and 
intelligent citizen of Mason county, Ky. The state of 
arties in the church alluded to is deplorable indecd. 
hat are the poor regular Baptists, as they call them- 
selves in this country, coming to? For their owa 
sake they had better read the history of their origin 
and imitate their forefathers.—En. 
Extract of a letter from Mason co. Ky. to the Editor of 
tne Evangelical Inquirer, dated Nov. 1, (830. 


&Mydear Brother in Christ: That you may judge . 


for yourself of the doings of sectarianism amongst us.! 
will give you 1n detail the exclusion of about 20 of 
our reforming brethren from the Baptist Church at 
Washington, which was done on Sunday last. Some 
twenty or thirty members of that church who were 
more zealous in the service of their Lord and Master 
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than the majority of their brethren, and not content 
to meet once in a month or two to hear a sermon and 
once in three or six months to celebrate the death of 
our Saviour in the cold, lifeless, formal, fashionable, 
rectarian manner of the day, contracted the habit of 
meeting together every firstday of the week,and when 
they had no preaching, their custom was to join in the 
service of their Lord and Master by reading the 
scriptures, singing, prayer, thanksgiving and exhorta- 
tion. While they were thus engaged, a majority of 
their brethren were generally absent; and were we 
judgesyinstead of doers of the. law, we should judge 
were less profitably employed. | 

These meeting, these reading, these praying, these 
thanksgiving and exhorting disciples were found to 
grow in grace and increase inthe service of their 
heavenly Master. The discharge of one duty but 
opened the way for engaging ina second. The enjoy- 
ment of one privilege but gave them a zest for a second, 
until at length it was said of them as of the disciples of 
old, that they came together on the first day of the weet to 
break bread. This alarmed their brethren who advo- 
cate “Baptist customs,” or who “want it to be distinctly 
understvod” (as Brother Warder says in the Bracken 
circular) that they are not “contending for any thing but 
what is common among the Baptists.” This they 
found, however common among primitive christians, 
was not commun “among the Baptists,” and how to stop 
it, or rather how to take vengeance on these innova- 
tors was all important. Some fifteen or twenty breth- 
ren held a secret meeting at the house of one of the 
brethren in the country, at which it is reported the 
“dye was cast.” The solemn and awful charge was 
drawn up in writing against Brother A. B., sister D. E., 
brother E. F. and sister Y. T. &c. of establishing a 
weekly communion contrary te the rules of the Ba 
tist church at Washington. Messengers were forth- 
with despatched to cite the offending brethren to at- 
lend 
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meeting; and as Brother Warder who has occasionally 
preached for them, and guarded their “aptist cvs. 
‘ toms” “and preserved them as the apple of his eye," 
was gone to Missouri on a visit, they despatched 4 
messenger after Brother Vaughan te act in his stead 
ascounsellor and advocate. He appeared and the 
reformers objected to his sitting with them. He ip. 
formed them he had attended by request as a kind of 
umpire, and that he should advocate both parties so 
far as their cause deserved it, &c. But they informed 
him that unless he could do their cause more justice 
than he did in the Bracken Cireular which he had 
signed and published to the world as Moderator, they 
wanted none of hisassistance. For (say they) you there 
suppose that we wish brought into our churches and 
to our communion tables, every thing that has profes-ed 
faith in Jesus Christ and been baptized for the remis 
sion of their sins, regardless whether they were Arians, 
Socinians or any thing else. This they informed him 
was not their ion. and unless he understood their 
views, or would represent them more fairly and _ truly, 
they would prefer advocating their own cause. This 
matter however was settled by a majority of the church - 
inviting him to sit withthem. The reformers then re- 
_— thatas they had invited Brother V. to help 
em, they should also mvite brethren present from 
Maysville and Lawrence creek toa seat, but they de- 
clined that, as those churches had not sent messengers 
to the last Bracken Association. 

All things thus adjusted, Brother F. arose and said 
it became his painful duty to exhibit the charge (read- 
ing it) against his brethren and sisters, (naming them) 
and proposed reading all the rules that the church had 
_ on the subject from its establishment in 1785. 

o this the accused objected, alleging that they wished 
to be tried by the laws of Christ as written in the 
New Testament, to which they were confident Brother 
F. could not object, as they had frequently heard him 
boast that the church had long been done with all her 
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creeds. But Brother F. urged that the charge then 
exhibited was for a breach of the rules of the Baptist 
church at Washington and he must read the rules or 
votes of the church on the subject or he could not sus- 
tain thecharge. By vote the rules were read; after 
which it was moved and seconded that the accused be 
tried by the law of Christ or the scriptures only. Bro- 
ther Vaughn stated he would not be a member of a 
church that would try an accused member by any oth- 
errule; and he trusted that no member would wish 
these brethren tried by any other rule and boasted of 
his ability to show that a violation of the order or rule 
just read, establishing a three month’s communion, was 
a violation of the law of Christ. However it was finally 
concluded by Brother F., Brother Vaughn and the 
Moderator, that the rule of the church should sustain 
the charge and that it remained for the accused to 
prove that the rule of the church violated the law of 
Christ, and for them to prove that it did not. Thus, 
though the motion “to try them by the law of Christ” was 
in order and all of both parties in favor of it, the ques- 
tion was frequently called for, but strange to tell, they 
would not and did not put it tovote. Thus contrar 
to the sentiment avowed, they were tried for a beodal 
of the rules of the church by the rales of the church; 
and the quibble then raised, “do these rules violate the 
law of Christ?” On these premises the question was 
discussed until late on Saturday evening. They then 
adjourned until! Sunday morning. I did not meet 
with them on Sunday, but I have been informed that 
after much debating, in whichmore warmth than was 
commendable was displayed, they excluded the ac- 
cused, 

Inmy youth I cheerfully united myself with the 
Baptists. For fifteen years of my life I made the name 
of Baptist my boast; but if these be “Baptist customs” 
and if I must contend for nothing but what is common 
among the Baptists,1 pray the Lord to deliver me from 
the reproaches due this self/degraded sect. 
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THE PRESENT ORDER Of THINGS—No. IV. 
Errors in the Systems of Religious Teaching.—In our 
last essays textuating and spiritualizing, were shown 
to be both unscriptural and irrational and the bul- 
warks of the spiritual legerdemain. | In our list of cx- 
ceptions to the n.odern plan, we now mention formal ty. 
Nothing under the heavens is further removed from 
formality than the lawful worship of christians. The 
christian religion is wholly spintual. The Jewish sys- 
tem was called jetter and flesh, but none save some 
blinded sectarians ever thought of callingthe word of 
Jesus a dead letter, or the worship of Jesus formal. 
I know not a christian command that leads to formality 
of any kind, not excepting those institutions containing 
symbolic representations, such as baptism and_ the 
supper, for they represent the simplest facts in the 
simplest manner imaginable. There is a divine signi- 
ficancy in them calculated to inspire and keep alive 
the liveliest feelings of sincere devotion. No hymn 
singing, no exhortation. speaks louder or more elo-. 
uently than these silent and solemn performances. 
hey can move us to sympathetic grief or ecstacics of 
delight. It is so with every item of New Testament 
instruction; intended for all capacities and all diversi- 
ties of temperaments and suited tothem. In teaching 
there should be “great plainness of speech.” ‘The ob- 
ject is instruction, which never can be attained with- 
out adapting our discourse to the capacity of the au- 
ditors. No one ncedsacrifice attention to grammati- 
cal construction or rhetorical precision, further than 
extemporaneous speaking absolutely requires. He 
most correctly generally speaks most intel- 
igibly 
"But here is a greater difficulty. We are naturally 
superstitious (and wicked persons exceed all others in 
this respect) and it is manifested particularly in our 
regard for the divine word. It is unapproachable and 
embraces subjects unapproachable by any save those 
whose faces have pharisaic dimensions, Such is the 


ae 


EVANGELICAL INQUIRER. 153 


poputar opinion and by consequence instruction from 
the scriptures must be sanctimonious in dress and se- 
pulcral insound. This is a great barrier to correct 
teaching. Nothing in the universe more paralizing 
tothe mind. Men under such feelings must remain 
dwarves all their life time. Religion embraces the 
whole list of solemnities and realities calculated to in- 
spire reverence and awe, yet the mind of man is made 
tobe at home on these subjects when it is not con- 
scious of wilful crime. Brutes and sinners may retire 
into their dens and scenes of cruelty when their Maker 
rouses the elements; but the pious Psalmist rejoiced in 
him, who “walks upon the wings of the wind.” So also, 
with the revealing voice of God (or the written word) 
christians should be coaversant and rejoice at its an- 
nunciationss In the invigorating radiance of the pro- 
mises, they should joyously bask as the animal and vege- 
table creation does, in the vernal surshine. In relli- 
gious teaching there should be equal plainness and fa- 
wiliarity. 

There is nothing in this method of regarding the 
scriptures incompatible with their own injunctions. 
The Apostles glory in the faet, that the 400k is inteligt- 
ble and reiterate the truth that we should be very fa- 
miliar withit. The book isentitled to no extraordi- 
nary reverence that is not peculiar to its facts, asser- 
tions and precepts. ‘They, (as we have shown), should, 
While they receive the highest possible regard due to 
any communication, be rendered as familiar to us, as 
all the most important laws of nature are, owing to the 
existence and support of life being dependant upon 
them. Superstition is the best apology offered for de- 
generacy and is the certain indication of its existence. 
ln theabsence of the true knowledge and obedience of 
the divine commandments, a superstitious regard for 
‘em that forbids their unreserved discussion or even 
the naming of them with the natural tone of voice, is 
made to pass for true religion. There isa wide diffe- 
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rence between this and true reverence for the word o! 
God. 

As long as these errors remain uncorrected, religion 
will be corrupt. Let all christians pray and labor for 
a better state of things. | EDITOR. 


THE PRESENT ORDER OF THINGS—No. V. 

Mode of Worship. The apostacy has paralyzed the 
energies and marred the whole form of the church. 
We see it in the modern mode of worship. The pre- 
scribed worship of God has a greater bearing upon tle 
human character than some imagine. Each form has 
its spirit peculiar to itself, if it be not entirely spiritless. 
Ifthe form be bad the character will be modified to 
an evil shape more or less. On the contrary, every 
beneficial result will flow from worshipping God ac- 
cording to the spirit and letter of his word. 

Prayer. Before all simple, unrestrained and de- 
lightful exercises, (not to say forced and lifeless forms) 
prayer to God stands pre-eminent. To know God, as 
manifest in nature has filled philosophers with delight, 
to know him manifest in flesh has wrapt many minds 
in ecstacy: to know God to be our’s is one advance fur- 
ther: but to call him our’s isa height of privilege ex- 


ceeded only by liberty to speak to him in terms expres 


sive of this ennobling relation. To say “my father” 
in the audience of heaven where there is but one fath- 
er, when rightly appreciated, elevates us to the highest 
point of felicity, beneath the skies. Thisis prayer as 
enjoined by the scriptures, But popular prayer, how 
different! 

It has fallen to my lot to be conversant with many 
denominations in different places and consequently to 
notice their different modes of worship, became una- 
voidable. Men develope themselves in prayer if they 
are sincere and unrestrained. Here you can see their 
system in all its tendencies; and by their presumption 
or servility, their lifelessness or their want of order you 
may, with tolerable accuracy, assign them their pla- 
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ces in the sectarian ranks. But there is another re- 
mark that may be made: with equal propriety; that 
they violate the Messiah’s order, “speak not: at ran- 
dom and use not vain repetitions as do the heathen.” 
| have observed that each sect and vicinity has its set 
topics, words and phrases, which as often as prayer is 
mide, are, by every one in turn, repeated, the arrange- 
ment being slightly modified. Now in this there would 
be nothing unpardonable, if these prayers, in spirit 
and expression,, were not at variance with the oracles; 
hut generally they are. While the words and phra- 
es of each sectarian prayer agree with ail of their 
own party, they all disagree with the book. The 
truth is, the prominent persons of each denomination 
and vicinity establish the reputation of the peculiar 
phrases referred to, and all these who follow in the 
wake, use them upon the credit of their original own- 
ers. In this way, thousands address God in language 
they do not understand and in phrases unintelligible. 
One half the forms of speech eurrent in prayer are of 
thischaracter. In the use of the language of prayer 
there is a kind of religious fashion, that is, a system of 
servile imitation. 
This state of things is very much to be deplored 
and the cause should, if possible, be ascertained and 
removed. 1 would here observe, that if the reader 
has attentively considered the subject, he has found the 
following, one cause of this infraction of the christian 
law of prayer. ‘There is a strange confusion of Jew- 
ish, Patriarchal and Christian expression and spirit 1p 
all the modern prayers, as though there were no diffe- 
rence in the texture and spirit of these different systems. 
Hence, he, who can embody the most phrases from the 
Psalms and Prophets is considered most scriptural in 
prayer. Paul used to pray to the “God and Father 


of our Lord Jesus Christ” and designate the object of 


his worship by that title. Most of our brethren 
commonly commence their devotions by invo- 
king the name of “Israel’s God,” the “God of Jeshu- 
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rence between this and true reverence for the word o! 
God. 

As long as these errors remain uncorrected, religion 
will be corrupt. Let all christians pray and labor for 
a better state of things. EDITOR. 


THE PRESENT ORDER oF THINGS—No. V. 


Mode of Worship. ‘The apostacy has paralyzed the 
energies and marred the whole form of the church. 
We see it in the modern mode of worship. The _pre- 
scribed worship of God has a greater bearing upon tle 
human character than some imagine. Each form has 
its spirit peculiar to itself, if it be not entirely spiritless. 
Ifthe form be bad the character will be modified to 
an evil shape more or less. On the contrary, every 
beneficial result will flow from worshipping God ac- 
cording to the spirit and letter of his word. 

Prayer. Before all simple, unrestrained and de- 
lightful exercises, (not to say forced and lifeless forms) 
prayer to God stands pre-eminent. To know God, as 


manifest in nature has filled ee with delight, 


to know him manifest in flesh has wrapt many minds 
inecstacy: to know God to be our’s is one advance fur- 
ther: but to call him our’s isaheight of privilege ex- 
ceeded only by liberty to speak to him in terms expres 
sive of this ennobling relation. To say “my father” 
in the audience of heaven where there is but one fath- 
er, when rightly appreciated, elevates us to the highest 
point of felicity, beneath the skies. Thisis prayer as 
enjoined by the scriptures, But popular prayer, how 
different! 

It has fallen to my lot to be conversant with many 
denominations in different places and consequently to 
notice their different modes of worship, became una- 
voidable. Men develope themselves in prayer if they 
are sincere and unrestrained. Here you can see their 
system in all its tendencies; and by their presumption 
or servility, their lifelessness or their want of order you — 
may, with tolerable accuracy, assign them their pla- 
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ces in the sectarian ranks. But there is another re- 
mark that may be made with equal propriety; that 
they violate the Messiah’s order, “speak not at ran- 
dom and use not vain repetitions as do the heathen.” 
| have observed that each sect and vicinity has its set 
topics, words and phrases, which as often as prayer is 
made,are, by every one in turn, repeated, the arrange- 
ment being slightly modified. Now in this there would 
be nothing unpardonable, if these prayers, in spirit 
and expression,, were not at variance with the oracles; 
hut generally they are. While the words and phira- 
ees of each sectarian prayer agree with ail of their 
own party, they all disagree with the book. The 
truth is, the prominent persons of each denomination 
and vicinity establish the reputation of the peculiar 
phrases referred to, and all these who follow in the 
wake, use them upon the credit of their original own- 
ers. In this way, thousands address God in language 
they do not understand and in phrases unintelligible. 
One half the forms of speech current in prayer are of 
thischaracter. In the use of the language of prayer 
there is a kind of religious fashion, that is, a system of 
servile imitation. 

This state of things is very much to be deplored 
and the cause should, if possible, be ascertained and 
removed. I would here observe, that if the reader 
has attentively considered the subject, he has found the 
following, one cause of this infraction of the christian 
law of prayer. There is a strange confusion of Jew- 
ish, Patriarchal and Christian expression and spirit ip 
all the modern prayers, as though there were no diffe- 
rence in the texture and spirit of these different systems. 
Hence, he, who can embody the most phrases from the 
Psalms and Prophets is considered most scriptural in 
prayer. Paul used to pray to the “God and Father 


of our Lord Jesus Christ” and designate the object of | 


his worship by that title. Most of our brethren 
commonly commence their devotions by Invo 
king the name of “Israel’s God,” the “God of Jeshu- 
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ron” or “Jacob.” Now there is nothing more certai» 
than that Jacob’s God and the Father of our Lord Je- 
sus are terms designating the same being, but under 
different manifestations, and these titles are expressive 
of this difference of manifestation. Hence, when the 
Psalmist addressed the “God of Israel,” he so termed 
him because he did not sustain this peculiar relation to 
the Gentiles—because he was Israel’s God alone. [t 
would be well for our brethren to recollect that they 
are not Jews and that their praying in Jewish language 
to the God of Jacob’s descendants, is a virtual denial 
of their right to worship him. 

The above is but one instance sclected from the 
many that may be adduced and which are equally in 
point. Inthe woild of religious fashions this proper- 
sity is very great;a'd many disconnected parts of the 
Jewish scriptures areas unskilfully used as the one to 
which we have referred. 

In prayer our object is to represent our wants and 
mercics to God as suppliants and worshippers; and as 
we cam ot hope to flatter or deceive him, it becomes us 
to address him in language cxpressive of holy boldness, 
humility, reverence, tilial gratitude, unwavering conli- 
dence in his word ai.d submission to his will. Added 
to all this there is a becoming fervor necessary. But 
christian prayer will always be disguised, if dressed in 
the cant phraseology of the day. Let all be natural 
and unrestrained, and let the matter of the prayer be 
thanksgiving, adoration and supplications for promised 


blessings, EDITOK, 
INQUIRIES—No. V. 


If the christian scriptures are not as plain as other 
books of equal antiquity and written under similar cir 
cumstances, can they be called or esteemed a revela 
tion from Heaven? Ans. No. 

If the scriptures are not a revelation, who has been 
authorized toreveal the things therein contained? 

Should not the second instrument of revelation be 33 
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highly authorized and the commission as well authenti- 
cated as the first?) Or, in other words, should not he 
who attempts to reveal, what the scriptures have re- 
vealed to himself and not to others, perform miracles, 
&c., or not expect his revelation to pass for any thing 
more than an imposturc? Certainly. 

If some person will take the negative of the first ard 
third of these queries and give the desired informa- 
tiun in answer to tue second, then I will be prepared 


with some others. LDITOR. 


Ex10R caTion—No. Il. 

Love of the Brethren. Disciples of Jesus, faith and 
obedience were insisted upon in my last exhortation; 
suffer me now to provoke you to the love of one ano- 
tiers Man was not made “to live alone;” so said God 
and so we are compelled to think from a view of his 
construction especially from the make of bis moral 
faculties: He isa social being; and as christianity is 
lesigned for his amelioraton, it cultivates his social 
capabilities and confers honors and dignities upon 
them by associating men in churches, where all these 
powers are called forth. Man is also intellectually de- 
pendant upon his fellows; and for these reasons is reli- 
giously dependant upon his brethren. Even our indi- 
vidual comforts and improvement depend upon our so- 
cial relations. It is in society, then, that christianity ful- 
ly developes itself, as it does partially upon a smaller 
theatre, invan individual's career. Moral, intelles tual 
and spiritual growth, the improvement of the mind 
and the cultivation of the heart can never progress 
with their utmost rapidity but in socicty organized un- 

er the authority and after the direc.ions of Christ. 
But after the acne is organized and growing in 
knowledge, unless the disciples love one another, their 
intercommunion will resemble the dissonance of broken 
brass bells. J.ove must unite all the other faculties 
harmonious action and expression ;—it is the uniting 
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ron” or “Jacob.” Now there is nothing more certaiy 
than that Jacob’s God and the Father of our Lord Je- 
sus are terms designating the same being, but under 
different manifestations, and these titles are expressive 
of this difference of manifestation. Hence, when the 
Psalmist addressed the “God of Israel,” he so termed 
him because he did not sustain this peculiar relation to 
the Gentiles—hecause he was Israel’s God alone. It 
would be well for our brethren to recollect that they 
are not Jews and that their praying in Jewish language 
to the God of Jacob’s descendants, is a virtual denial 
of their right to worship him. 

The above is but one instance sclected from the 
many that may be adduced and which are equally in 
point. Inthe woild of religious fashions this proper- 
sity is very great;aid many disconnected parts of the 
Jewish scriptures areas unskilfully usedas the onc to 
which we have referred. 

In prayer our object is to represent our wants and 
mercics to God as suppliants and worshippers; and as 
we cami ot hupe to flatter ordeceive him, it becomes us 
to address lim in language expressive of holy boldness, 
humility, reverence, tilial gratitude, unwavering conii- 
dence in his word ai.d submission to his will. Added 
to all this there is a becoming fervor necessary. But 
christian prayer will always be disguised, if dressed in 
the cant pliraseology of the day. Let all be natural 
and unrestrained, and let the matter of the prayer be 
thanksgiving, adoration and supplications for promised 


blessings, EDITOK, 


If the christian scriptures are not as plain as other 
books of equal antiquity and written under similar cir 
cumstances, can they be called or esteemed a revela 
tion from Heaven? Ans. No. | | 

If the scriptures are not a revelation, who has been 
authorized toreveal the things therein contained? 

Should nt the second instrument of revelation be 3 
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highly authorized and the commission as well authenti- 
cated as the first? Or, in other words, should not he 
who attempts to reveal, what the scriptures have _re- 
vealed to himself and not to others, perform miracles, 
&c., or not expect his revelation to pass for any thing 
more than an imposturc? Certainly. 

If some person will take the negative of the first ard 
third of these queries and give the desired informa- 
tion in answer to tue second, then I will be prepared 


with some others. LDITOR. 


EXHOR CATION—No. II. 

Love of the Brethren. Disciples of Jesus, faith and 
obedience were insisted upon in my last exhortation; 
suffer me now to provoke you to the love of one ano- 
thers Man was not made “to live alone;” so said God 
and so we are compelled to think from a view of his 
construction especially*from the make of bis moral 
laculties. He isa social being; and as christianity is 
designed for his amelioraton, it cultivates his social 
capabilities and confers honors and dignities upon 
them by associating men in churches, where all these 
powers are called forth. Man is also intellectually de- 
pendant upon his fellows; and for these reasons is reli-. 
giously dependant upon his brethren. Even our indi- 
vidual comforts and improvement depend upon our so- 
cial relations. It is in society, then, that christianity ful- 
lt developes itself, as it does partially upon a smaller 
theatre, in an individual's career. Moral, intelle tual 
and spiritual growth, the improvement of the mind 
and the cultivation of the heart can never progress 
with their utmost rapidity but in society organized un- 
ler the authority and after the direc.ions of Christ. 
But after the > Borer is organized and growing In 
nowledge, unless the disciples /ove one another, their 
intercommunion will resemble the dissonance of broken 
brass bells. J.ove must unite all the other faculties 
n harmonious action and expression ;—1t is the uniting 
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Therefore holy brethren, love cach other, for Jesu 
made brotherly affection one evidence, both to your. 
selves and others, of your being his disciples. Hf yoy 
wish to secure to yourselyes peace, to your profession 
honor, to your hely religion converts and to your God 
glory, love your brethren. If you detest confusioy. 
evil reports, slanders, hard names, hard feclings, ; 
cold, degenerate and ungrateful church and _reviling 
sceptics,—love your brethren. If you wish: all you 
attainments beautified, sanctified and rendered accep, 
table, if you wish to be ultimately saved, love your 
brethren—all christian disciples. | 

Christianity is practically valuable for its moral 
fluence. There is no moral influence, correctly 
called, without love. All boasted pretensions to tly 
love of God are vain, without brotherly affeetion. i 
we “love not our brother whom we haveseen, how 
can we love God whom we have not seen?” They 
disciples of the Redeemer, while you grow in benevo 
lence, knowledge and goodness, neglect not the labor 
of love. Emulate the ancient disciples of the apostles 
days and succeeding times—be united jn love and in 
the prudent and amiable expression of it, when you 
meet. More hereafter, EDITOR, 


LIBERIA. 

The subjoined account, from the Ictter of Capt. 
Sherman, of Philadelphia, recently returned from th: 
colony, may be interesting to our readers. The colo 
ny, commenced under the most inauspicious circum 
stances, has grown very much and has afforded a com- 
fortable home to many negroes who were former) 
wretched in this country.—Enp, 

The first settlement and capital of the colony i: 
Monrovia, situated in lat. 6, 21, N., and 10, 30, W. long. 
about a quarter of a mile above the mouth of the rive! 
Monserado, and about three quarters of a mile from 
the point of the cape bearing the same name. Ti 
river St. Paul empties into the sca a_ short distance 
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from the Monserado. For the first two years, the emi- 
grants lived in small thatched houses, and about tive 
years ago, the first dweHing. constructed of timber and 
hoards, was built on the sile of the present town, in a 
forest of trees of towering height. and thick underwood. 
Tigers entering this (then) little village, have been 
shot from the doors. 

Monrovia, at present, consists of about 90 dwelling 
houses and stores, two houses of public worship, and a 
court house. Many of the dwellings are handsome and 
convenient, and all of them comfortable. The plat of 
the town is cleared more thanamile square, elevated 
about 70 feet above the level of the sca, and contains 
about 700 inhabitants. The streetsare generally LOO 
feet wide and intersect each other at right angles. 


The Colonization Society have an agent and physi- | | 


cianthere. The agent is chief magistrate of the colo- 
ny, and the physician his assistant. No white persons 
are allowed to reside in the colony for the purpose of 
trade, or of pursuing any mechanical business, such 
being intended for the exclusive benefit of colored peo- 
ple. The colonial secretary, collector of customs, 
surveyor and constables, are appointed by the agent; 
the vice, agent, sheriff, treasurer,and all other civil 
officers, are elective, and all the offices, except those 
of the agent and physician, are filled by colored people. 
The court holds its session on the first Monday in 
every month; juries are empanneled as with us, and its 
jurisdiction extends over the whole colony. The tri- 
als are principally for larceny, and the criminals gene- 
rally natives, who commit thefisin the settlements. A 
few instances of kidnapping have occurred; these de- 
onepe were committed on the recaptured Africans. 
0 the honor of the emigrants be it mentioned, that 
but five of their number have been committed for steal 
ing or misdemeanor since 1827. 
_ Two native kings have put themselves and theirsub- 
jects (supposed to amount to 10,000,) under the protec- 
tion of the colony,and are ready, should it be thought 
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necessary by the settlers, to make common cause wit 
them in case of any hostilities by the natives; wliick, 
however, is not anticipated, as the most friendly dispo 
sition is manifested by all the natives of the country 
from whom any danger might have been at all appre. 
hended.. 

The township of Caldwell is about seven miles fron 
Monrovia, on St. Paul’s river, and contains a popula 
tion of about 560 agriculturalists. The soil is exces 
dingly fertile, the situation pleasant, and the peop! 
satistied and happy. 
 Millsburg, is situated 25 miles. from Monrovia, o: 
the St. Paul’s, at the head of tide water, where ther 
are never failing streams, sufficient for LOO milis; an: 
there is timber cnough intheir immediate neighbor 
hood for their employment, if used for the purpose oi 
sawing, forhalfa century. The town contains 2W) in 
habitanis. 

Bushrod’s island, which separates the Monserad 
from St. Paul’s river, is seven miles in length, three at 
its extreme breadth, about five miles from Monrovia, 
and is very fertile; on this island are settled thirty 
families from the Carolinas. All the above settlers, 
amounting to at least 1500, are emigrants from the 
United States. 

On the left bank of Stocton creek, and near the set 
tlement on Bushrod’s island, the recaptured Africans 
are located; 250 of whom were sent out by the gover 
ment of the United States, and 150 taken by» the colo 
nists from the Spanish factories, the agents of whicl 
having bought some of our kidnapped Africans, ané 
refusing to give them up, the colonists not only tool. 
their own people, but all theslaves they had collected. 
These 400, who are useful agriculturalists, are happily 
situated, and very contented. The settlements 0! 
which I have spoken contain, in the aggregate, nearly 
2,000 souls, and are all in a flourishing condition. 

I have been frequently asked, since my return from 
Liberia, whether there is no danger of the natives 
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wreaking in upon the colonists and destroying them. 
The best answer I can give to this question, in addi- 
tion to what I lave already satd, is a statement of the 
following facts:— 

When the colonists could muster but thirty effective 
men for defence, and when the forest was within pis- 
tol shot of their houses, 5,000 of the natives, armed 
with muskets and other weapons of war, made an at- 
tack upon them in three divisions. A part of this little 
band were surprised by the left division, who took pos- 
session of one of their cannon, a nine pounder; but in- 
stead of making use of it, (if indeed they knew how, 
for the piece was loaded with grape and round shot, 
and a lighted match placed near it,) the possessors 
were embracing it, pow-wowing over it, and vocifera- 
ting “Big gun! big gun?” till the other, a four pounder, 
was brought to bear on them, under the direction of 
Lot Carey, and plied with so much precision and acti- 
vity, that they retreated. The gun was retaken and 
turned upon the invaders, when they made their es- 
cape to the forest. There was some skirmishing from 
the bush until one of their gree-gree men was 
slain, carried off by our men, and thrown into the wa- 
ter. This event entirely disheartened them, they 
went off, and from that time never appeared in hostile 
array against the colonists. Many of them have tra- 
ded with the colony ever since, but they would not ac- 
knowledge that they were engaged in the war, till, | 
from an intercourse of some time, they found 1t would 
not be remembered to their prejudice. They then 
related many singular and amusing anecdotes respect- 
ing it, and acknowledged the loss of 70 or 80 men kil- 
led. If I remember right, the colonists lost but two or 
three of their little band. 

The means the colony have for defence-at present, 
consist of 20 pieces of ordnance, and muskets, &c., for 
a thousand men, which may beincreased from private 
stores if wanted. In Monrovia there are Captain 
Steward’s company of infantry, Weaver's company of 
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artillery,and Draper’s company of rifle rangers. Ai! 
these are volunteers, and in uniform; besides which. 
a respectable numbcr of militia, not in uniform, and as 
many of the natives under the protection of the colo- 
nial government, asit may think proper to arm. These 
facts will, I think, satisfy any man,as to the safety of 
the colonists from attacks by the natives. 

There is a respectable fort at Monserado, which 
commands the roadstead, and has protected an English 
vessel chased in by a pirate. The military are com 
manded by Major Barbour; the commander in chief |; 
the Society’s agent. | 

There is much hospitality to be found in Monrovia, 
and among the inhabitants a greater proportion of 
moral and religious characters than in Philadelphia. 
- [never saw a man intoxicated, nor heard any profane 
swearing, during the three weeks I was among them. 

The two houses for religious worship already noti- 
ced, are a Baptist and Methodist. The Baptists have 
three, and the Methodists five preachers, all intelligent 
colored men, merchants and traders, residing among 
them; so that the people havenothing to pay for the 
support of ministers. Five German missionaries, some 
ministers and teachers, reside there, a portion of whom 
preach at the Methodist church occasionally, 

A trading company has been formed at Monrovia, 
with a capital of $4,000, and an agreement has been 
entered into that no dividend shall be made until the 
profits increase the capital to $20,000. The stock ha- 
risen from 5U to $75 per share in one year. 


THE TITLE, D. D. 

Atthe meeting of the Western Reserve Synod las! 
year, a committee was appointed to take into conside- 
ration the propriety of conferring the degree of D. D). 
and report atits next meeting. The committee w' 
composed of three Ministers, who in the opinion of the 
Synod, were well qualified to sit in judgment upon the 
case. A report wasaccordingly drawn up, and read 
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before the Synod, at its recent meeting at Euclid by 
Rev. S. I. Broadstreet, chairman of the committee, 
when considerable discussion ensued. The conclusion 
of the whole matter may be learned from the following 
resolution. 

In view of the doubtful authority, whether scriptu- 
ral or ratienal, by which the honorary title of D. D. is 
conferred on some Christian ministers, in distinction 
from others: and with the conviction that the confer- 
ring of such titles, as honorary distinction, is incom- 
patible with the acknowledged parity of standing 
among Christian ministers; and with both the spirit 
and letter of the Gospel. 

Therefore, Resolved that the Western Reserve Sy- 
nod will no longer recognize such title as belonging to 
ministers of the Gospel.— Evangelist. 


From the Christian Messenger. 


~ 


Extract of a letter to she Editor, dated Greenup county, 
Ky. September 5, 1830. 

“lam nowin this place. We have had a good mee- 
ting thus far. Many appear willing to-embrace reli- 
gion. Last Monday week,in Licking county, Ohio, I 
baptized 29, and the work is going on gloriously in 
that section. Bro. Geo. Alkire and myself, will visit 
your section of the world in December next. 1 have 
lately baptized upwards of 50. Pray for poor me, 
that I may hold out faithful. Your Brother in Christ. 

J. N. WALTER. 


Extract of a letter from Wilmington, dated Nov. 12, 1830. 

The reformation is progressing very fast and oppo- 
sition can do but little to retard it.—Ep. 

“We looked strongly for you at our general mee- 
ting, and were much disappointed at not seeing you. 
About two hundred persons have been added to the 
church in this county anda _ part of Green adjoining, 
within the past season. The reformation continues to 


progress with unabated activity. Our opponents exhi- 
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bit a spirit of decided hostility towards us, but the 
arms with which they assail us are all drawn from the 
magazines of the “prince of darkness” aud of course 
they must forever fall harmless at the feet of those who 
are panoplied with the christian armor and contend ur- 
der the banners of the “King of Kings.” 


_ MANY IMMBRSIONS. 
The German Reformed Church of Harrisburg, Pa. 
has lately been strangely revolutionized. The preach- 
er, Mr. Helfenstein, several elders and a great many 
members have learned the necessity of being born of 
water and have gone into the river. More than fifty 
were immersed at one time. This is as it should be. 
The day will come when all christians can say they 
have done the same. Mighty Redeemer, spread thy 
cause! 
In this place two weeks since, four were immersed by 
the EDITOR. 


SALVATION, 

The christian religion proposes the highest blessings. 
Salvation present and future is tendered to all men 
upon certain stipulated conditions. I say present and 
future salvation, for there is precisely that distinction 
made in the scriptures. Hence to those that believed 
and were baptized it was promised that they should be 
saved, upon faith and immersion. Hence, in all the 
epistles to the churches the disciples, who were bap- 
tized believers, are addressed as saved; as, “by grace 
ye are saved,” “who hath saved us,” &c. in no case by 
grace, will he ave yon. Hence all the blessings in- 
piying a present salvation, are promised in the aposto- 
ic speeches, to all who would sincerely place then 


selves under the Messiah’s government, by faith, refor- 
mation and immersion. Hence all primitive chris 
tians, apostles, teachers and disciples thought them- 
selves to be saved and persons. This is 


4, 5, &c. and notice that, in these and many other ca- 
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what I call the present salvation or salvation from sin: 
(past sin,) its guilt and condemnation. 

Now although it is mamfest that the early chris- 
tians were called “saved,” it is equally manifest that 
the Apostles told them to look, pray and labor for “the 
salvation yet to be revealed,” “to be revealed for the 
last time,” &c., evidently. alluding to a salvation to be 
enjoyed at the coming of Christ on the morning of the 
resurrection.. The one salvation christians have and 
the other they are waiting and laboring for. 

These remarks.carry their evidence in themselves 
ind must be sufficient for the candid.. But one truth 
turther shauld. be here mentioned. This representa- 
tion of.salvation harmonizes those passages of scrip- 
ture which have been divided into two classes and 
quoted: respectively to favor the Arminian and Cal- 
vinian schemes. I say it reconciles two 
classes of passages su d to justify the systems o 
works But let it first that in 
the apostolic writings “works” are often designed to 
represent ceremonial obedience to the Jewish law and 
as such are spoken of in contradistinction to the faith 
and obedience of christian disciples. But now let us 
reconcile those passages considered variant. As we 
have shown, there is a present salvation enjoyed thro’ 
faith, reformation and immersion. Now this salvation 
is always represented as a salvation of grace. For confir- 
mation, soe Ephes. ii. 3,8, 9. 2 Tim. i. 9. Titus, iii. 


ses the verb “save” is in the present tense—that it im- 
ports a present salvation; and that it is equally obvi- 
ous that this salvation is purely of grace. And I do 
not see, how ungodly sinners could well be saved, in 
the firstinstance, in any other way; for no works could 
atone for the transgressions of all their past life. Par- 
don they can get alone by favor—this every person 
must see. Hence God has offered pardon upon such 
easy terms. Thus we see a propriety in this first class 
of scripture passages; but now for the second. Noth 
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ing is truer than that men shall be judged by their 
works—that their conduct is to be the criterion by 
which their ultimate salvation is to be determined. Sx 
declares Matt. xxx. chap. and 2 Peter i. 5 to EL inclu- 
sive and many other psssages. Here are men saved 
by grace and saved by works, but it is not the same 
salvation. One refers to man’s conversion and the 
other to his resurrection. Thus these ideas reconcile 
pamer that neither Calvinists nor Arminians ever 
lave or ever can reconcile upon their principles. 

These salvations have reference to two states or re. 
lations of men with God, the one the Kingdom of Hea- 
ven or christian church upon earth and the other th: 
Kingdom of glory. Works are net the terms of ad- 
mission into Christ’s church, but he has promised ad- 
mission into heaven only to those who have done we/l. 
Faith and immersion were never made the specitic 
terms of admission into heaven, but without believing 
and being baptized no one can enter Christs ehurch 
upon earth. The Kingdoms are different, the terms 
are different and by consequence, the salvations are 
different. 

The present salvation was ahove termed a salvatiop 
from sin, condemnation and a guilty conscience. The 
future salvation, perfects the purity of the spirit and re- 
deems the body from corruption and mortality. In 
eternal glory the whole man is saved. The first salva- 
tion gained, affords us great assistance to attain the 
second: hence christians are told to work out their (tu 
ture )salvation, for God (by the present salvation) works 
in them to do his good pleasure. 

The present salvation refers to that part of man‘ 
life time passed before he was pardoned, while the fu- 
ture salvation refers its commencement to the resurrec- 
tionday and the term of its perpetuity is coeval with 
the tides of endless duration. These hasty remarks 
hinge ta to give the reader some idea of a distinction 
to be observed every where in the scriptures. Ho. 
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Communicated. 


THE ATONEMENT. 
“By whom we hace now received the atonement.”—Paul. 


I have often beenastonished at the fact, that several 
systems of religion, as they are called, have been rear- 
ed upon misunderstandings of the word «tonement. 
What is more common than to hear Calvinian preach- 
ors talking about the “extent” of the atonement, for 
how many it was made,&e. And do we not hear 
another class speaking of the unlimited atonement, 
that it was made for all mankind? A third class Say, 
that it was not only made for all mankind, but that all 
mankind wil be saved by it. Now, what is all this, 
but darkening counsel? 

All these sectaries mean by “atonement,” that which 
Christ performed on the cross—his suflerings and death 
they call the atonement; or, his sufferings and death 
made an atonement. Bat it will require but a slight 
knowledge of the New Testament to detect this blun- 
der. 

The word signifies reconciliation. Doct. John Owen 
thus renders the passage—*By whom we have recei- 
ved the reconciliation ;” and I believe all the best critics 
and translators concur with him. Indeed, the word 
can mean nothing else in this passage. The English 
words at and onement, while they constitute the term 
used by our translators, communicate very clearly the 
idea of the original. At-one-men!t, is the same as to 
say, at unily, or agreement. | 

Hence the sacrifice of Jesus on the cross, and the 
atonement, or agreement, are very different things. 
The sacrifice was made 1800 years ago; but when is 
the atonement made? Aye, this is the question. I 
answer, the atonement is made when sinners agree or 
are at one with God, and not before. The atonement 
follows upon sinners as an effect of the glorious sacrifice 
of the Lord. This isa mere tithe of what ~ be 

said in illustration of this subject. I hope the Editor 
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